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Presque Isle to Offer $500,000 a Night in Purses
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= x In terms of money, it will be Del Mar, Keeneland, and Saratoga in northwestern
IS BRI HIE pennsylvania when Presque Isle Downs offers an inaugural 25night meet with

| Donations an average of $500,000 per program in purses.

M e VTG E B lanagement and horsemen are putting the finishing touches on the condition
book and stakes schedule for the meet, which runs from Sept. 1-Sept. 29 near
Erie. It's projected that about $13 million-most of it revenue from slot machines
that began operating earlier this yearwill have to be paid out during the first live

meet at Presque Isle by law. Tha Universary o

ARIZONA.

The condition book will reflect base purses, butin reality the payouts will be 759 RACE TRACR HDLSTRY

PROGRAM
higher under a scheme devised by track owner MTR Gaming Group and the
Pennsylvania Horsemeris Benevolent and Protective Association. First place wil
eamn 75% of the advertised purse, followed by second place at 45%, third place
Quick Links at 20%, four place at 15%, fifth place at 10%, sixth place at 5%, seventh place ai
- HJ Medical Updates 3%, and eighth place at2%. Looking for upcoming events?
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Thus, the lowest purse—$14,000 for $10,000 maiden claimers and $5,000
claimers that haven't won in six months—is actually worth $24,500. A $40,000
maiden special weight event is worth $70,000. The highest overnight purse
$50,000 for an open allowance race-will be $87,500 under the supplement plan

(For a $40,000 maiden race, the winner would get $30,000 and the seconeplace
horse $18,000, for example.)

The stakes schedule, at about $1.7 million, includes the $400,000 Presque Isle
Downs Master Stakes for fillies and mares at six furlongs Sept. 15. Officials said
they hope the stakes serves as a potential prep for the new $1-million Breeders
Cup Filly and Mare Sprintin late October.

Cloiming Crown The Sept. 15 card will include the $175,000 Presque Isle Mile for &year-olds and
up atone mile, and the $175,000 Karl Boyes Memorial Northwestern Pa. Stakes
for 3-year-olds and up at5 1/2 furlongs.

Presque Isle, where the racetrack is one mile in circumference, will be the first to
use a Tapeta Footings surface for racing. The synthetic Tapeta surface
developed by trainer Michael Dickinson also is being installed at Golden Gate
Fields in Northem California.

“This hasreally been a jointeffort with the horsemen’ said Rose Mary Williams,
director of racing at Mountaineer Race Track & Gaming Resort, which also is
owned by MTR Gaming.“We've worked together well to make it a really good
meet, and the synthetic surface will be a plus’

Pennsylvania HBPA president Joe Santanna noted the purses for the first
Presque Isle meet will be the highest in Pennsylvania racing history“When |
looked over the first condition book, | said, This can't be a racetrack in

[

Pennsylvania,” Santanna said.

The Erie area has been without live Thoroughbred racing since 1987, when Erie
Downs held its last meet. The track, previously called Commodore Downs, whict
opened in 1973, catered to lowerlevel claiming horses.
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